
COMMON COUNCIL                
COUNCIL CHAMBERS                    
April 17, 2001 
 
A meeting of the Common Council was called to order by Mayor Fred Armstrong at 7:00 P.M.  
  

I. Meeting Called to Order 
 

A. Introductions of Council Pages:  Holly Newsom and Nina Jines are both a 6th graders 
at Smith Elementary. 

 
B. Opening Prayer:  Gretchen Dowd from St. Peter’s Lutheran Church offered the opening 

prayer. 
 

C. Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Council Pages. 
 

D. Roll Call:  John Brown, Ann DeVore, George Dutro, Craig Hawes, Robert Kittle, 
Martha Myers, and August Tindell Absent – None 

 
E. Acceptance of minutes from previous meeting.  John Brown moved to accept 

the minutes of the previous meeting. Martha Myers seconded.  The minutes were 
unanimously approved.   

 
IV.)  A.   At this time the council agreed to move item “IV, A” to the beginning of the meeting 
as there were several people present for the information regarding the site for the Senior 
Citizens facility and there was no need for them to sit through the whole meeting to get to that 
item. 
 
On January 16, 2001 the city council approved Resolution 2, 2001 for the purchase of a 
triangular piece of property located near Mill Race Park at the intersection of Indianapolis 
Road and Lindsey “contingent upon receipt of a letter from Sieco Engineering stating that the 
city can build a parking lot on the contaminated section without environmental remediation of 
the property.”  
 
Mayor Armstrong entered a letter from Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
(IDEM) into the official record stating their position on the property at 8th and Lindsey.  It was 
concluded that the state would be the authority to finally determine remediation so the council 
could accept this letter in lieu of a letter from Sieco.  City Attorney Terry Coriden stated that, 
in his legal opinion, this letter indicated that there would be no need for environmental 
remediation on this location per the terms of the original ordinance to place parking on the 
section in question.  George Dutro moved, based upon the city attorney’s legal opinion 
that the IDEM letter satisfies the original request of the council, that the contingency 
be deemed as fulfilled and purchase can proceed.  Craig Hawes seconded.  The motion 
passed with 7 ayes and 0 nays. 

  
II. Unfinished Business Requiring Council Action 

 
A. Second reading of an Ordinance entitled ‘ORDINANCE NO. 9, 2001, AN 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING MAP, A PART OF TITLE 17 (THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE) OF THE CODE OF LAWS OF COLUMBUS, INDIANA 
TO REZONE APPROXIMATELY 0.1219 ACRES, LOCATED ON THE NORTH 
SIDE OF BASE ROAD WEST OF COUNTY ROAD 650 E, FROM AG 
(AGRICULTURAL) TO SU-13 (UTILITY INSTALLATION).   Roger Hunt 
reviewed the request and had no further details.  There being no comments from 
either the audience or the council, Robert Kittle moved to approve the 
ordinance.  Martha Myers seconded.  The motion passed with 6 ayes and 1 
nay from August Tindell. 

 
B. Second reading of an Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE NO. 10, 2001, AN 

ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR A DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN FOR 
THE EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS.”  Terry Coriden presented 
this ordinance on behalf of the administration.  Mike Engelstad of Edward B. 
Jones was present to answer questions about the new plan.  John Brown stated 
that though he had no objection to the ordinance, he hoped that the Board of 
Works would consider opening up the process to allow other providers to bid for 
the services.  Craig Hawes moved to pass the ordinance.  John Brown 
seconded.  The motion passed with 7 ayes and 0 nays. 

 
III. New Business Requiring Council Action  

 
A. First reading of an Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE NO.____, 2001, AN 

ORDINANCE) OF THE CODE OF LAWS OF COLUMBUS, INDIANA TO 
REZONE APPROXIMATELY 1.92 ACRES, LOCATED 3175 MCKINLEY 
AVENUE, FROM R-3 (SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) TO SU-22 (CLUSTER 
DEVELOPMENTS) (Housing Partnership) Roger Hunt directed the council to 
map SU-01-03 on the wall and gave the details of the request.  Mark Lindenlaub, 
President of Housing Partnership, Inc. (HPI) and he explained the organizations 
purpose for this property.  Kathy Hilderbrand, Betty Lane, and Gloria and Bob  



COMMON COUNCIL                
COUNCIL CHAMBERS                    
April 17, 2001 
 

Swafford all of Olmsted Avenue gave their objections to the plan for this property.  
They were particularly concerned over the width of the street as it pertained to 
getting public safety vehicles like fire trucks in and out of the area.  John Brown 
moved to deny the ordinance.  August Tindell seconded.  The motion to 
deny passed with 6 ayes and Craig Hawes voting nay. 

 
B. First reading of an Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE NO____, 2001, AN 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING MAP, A PART OF TITLE 17 (THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE) OF THE CODE OF LAWS OF COLUMBUS, INDIANA 
TO REZONE APPROXIMATELY 7.39 ACRES ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF 10TH 
STREET, 600 FEET EAST OF CREEKVIEW DRIVE, FROM AG 
(AGRICULTURAL) TO B-5 (GENERAL BUSINESS DISTRICT)” (Creekview 
10th Street) Roger Hunt directed attention to Map PP-01-1 showing this property 
near Creekview and 10th Street.  Craig Hawes moved to place the ordinance 
in proper channels with correction to a scrivener’s error.  August Tindell 
seconded.  The motion passed with 7 ayes and 0 nays. 

 
C. First reading of an Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE NO.____, 2001, AN 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING MAP, A PART OF TITLE 17 (THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE) OF THE CODE OF LAWS OF COLUMBUS, INDIANA 
TO REZONE APPROXIMATELY 1.5 ACRES, LOCATED ON THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER OF 300 E AND 150 S, FROM AG (AGRUCULTURAL) 
TO SU-1 (CHURCHES) (Messiah Baptist Church) Roger Hunt presented maps 
RZ-01-4 and SU-01-1 for the council and audience.  After some discussion about 
necessary compliance with building code as it related to the American’s with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), Craig Hawes moved to place the ordinance in proper 
channels.  August Tindell seconded.  The motion passed with 7 ayes and 0 
nays. 

 
D. First reading of an Ordinance entitled “ORDINANCE NO.____, 2001, AN 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING MAP, A PART OF TITLE 17 (THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE) OF THE CODE OF LAWS OF COLUMBUS, INDIANA 
TO REZONE APPROXIMATELY 0.4 ACRES, LOCATED ON THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER OF CENTRAL AVENUE AND 7TH STREET, FROM B-1 
(NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS) TO SU-13 (UTILITY INSTALLATIONS).”  
(Metroxmit rezoning)  Roger Hunt explained the request.  Larry McIntyre, 
Patrick O’Cullen, and Jim Andrews represented Metroxmit.  Some concern was 
raised about a sub-contractor who had bounced checks to the city.  Metroxmit 
covered costs to the city by issuing their own check to cover the total amounts of 
re-imbursements for damages.  Discussion moved on to the location and the 
purpose and access to the location.  There were also questions about sidewalks 
on this span of Central.  Robert Kittle moved to place the ordinance in proper 
channels.  August Tindell seconded.  The motion passed with 7 ayes and 0 
nays. However, after the vote, Jim Andrews requested that the council consider 
suspending the rule to pass this ordinance on the first reading as the company is 
facing some daily fines and fees if they cannot move forward sooner.   George 
Dutro moved to reconsider.  Craig Hawes seconded.  The motion passed 
with 5 ayes and 2 nays (John Brown and Martha Myers).  John Brown 
explained that the typical use of the suspension of the rules involved any errors 
on the part of the city and not the petitioner.  The petitioner then asked that the 
council not pass on first reading and that it proceed as normal.  Robert Kittle 
again moved to place the ordinance in proper channels.  Ann DeVore 
seconded.  The motion passed with 7 ayes and 0 nays. 

 
E. Reading of a Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 

EXECUTION OF A GRANT FROM THE INDIANA CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
INSTITUTE OF THE STATE OF INDIANA TO SUPPORT DIRECT SERVICES 
TO THE COLUMBUS REGIONAL SHELTER FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
VICTIMS dba TURNING POINT.”  Vicki Gochenour appeared for Judy Jackson 
and presented Pat Smith, Executive Director of Turning Point.  Pat shared data 
concerning domestic violence in Bartholomew County.  He also explained that 
this is an annual request.  John Brown moved to pass the resolution.   
George Dutro seconded.  The motion passed with 7 ayes and 0 nays. 

 
F. Reading of a Resolution entitled “RESOLUTION NO.____, 2001, A 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, INDIANA, APPROVING THE 
ISSUANCE OF ONE OR MORE SERIES OF LEASE RENTAL REVENUE 
BONDS FOR THE ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION, INSTALLATION AND 
EQUIPPING OF THE FACILITY TO BE KNOWN AS THE COLUMBUS 
LEARNING CENTER TO BE LEASED AND OPERATED BY THE COLUMBUS 
LEARNING CENTER MANAGEMENT CORPORATION, AN INDIANA 
NONPROFIT CORPORATION.”  Terry Coriden explained the need for this 
formality concerning the issuance of these bonds.    There being no further 
comments, Craig Hawes moved to pass the resolution.   Ann DeVore 
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seconded.  The motion passed with 6 ayes and 0 nays.  John Brown 
abstained from the discussion and the vote. 

 
IV. Other Business  

 
A. Fire Department Training Report - Chief Gary Henderson presented a chart 

showing the substantial increase in department training resulting from the 
satellite dish system installed with telecommunication funds. 

 
B. Standing Committee and Liaison Reports- Some reports were given for 

informational purposes.   
  

C. Next Regular Meeting Scheduled for May 1, 2001 
 

D. Adjournment – John Brown moved to adjourn.  Martha Myers seconded.  
Meeting adjourned at approximately 9:15 P.M. with a unanimous vote.   

 

  
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
Presiding Officer of the Common Council 

Attest:                                                                              
                                               
_______________________________________ 
Clerk Treasurer of the City of Columbus, Indiana 
  
 


